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New Hope-Solebury Middle School
Parent Teacher Group (PTG)

General Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 8, 2016
Middle School Faculty Lounge

CALL to ORDER
President, Donna Zalewski called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. 

IN ATTENDANCE
PTG Board Members: Donna Zalewski, President

Jennifer Primavera, Vice President
Kathy Feehan, Treasurer
Amy Hoffman, Secretary
Paula Saxton, 8th Grade Representative

Staff: Dr. Chris Cortellessa, Principal
Mr. Craig Smith, Library/Media Specialist

Parent Members: Allison Campbell, Kirsten Cademortori, Collette Martino, Gretchen 
Reilly

I. Report on Magazine Drive
Chair Allison Campbell reported that the magazine drive is set to start next week.  A kick-off 
assembly will be held for all the students during school on 9/14.  All orders for magazines and 
other gift items can be submitted online, and the items will be delivered in November, just in 
time for the winter holidays.  Allison highlighted a travel mug with the NHS Lion logo that is 
new to the product line.  Also, during discussions, it was pointed out that they are eligible for 
529 tuition credits for sales.  Allison needs a few parent volunteers to assist her on the “turn-in” 
dates when students submit their orders. 

During discussion, it was decided to postpone sending out the annual donation request letter 
until after this major fundraiser is complete.

II. Principal’s Report
Dr. Cortellessa expressed how pleased she has been with the smooth start of the 
school year.  She noted that starting the school year with a full week has been 
beneficial, and that she has observed the students fully immersed in their routines and 
classes during this second week.  She pointed out the following highlights:

A. Actively Re-structuring the 8th period
She and the staff are working to re-vamp the 8th period to provide more structure and 
opportunities for intervention for students who may need it. She explained that PSSA 
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scores and benchmark assessments will be used to identify gaps that staff can address 
individually with students.  Also, the last 15 minutes of the period will be dedicated to 
reading to help the students unwind as well as log in valuable reading time.  

B. Technology Update on Google Classroom 
Dr. Cortellessa described the Google Classroom’s “Guardian Report” feature.  She 
reported that in the past, parents complained that they had to visit multiple teachers’ 
sites to get info about their child’s assignments and progress.  At the same time, 
teachers complained that they posted the same information on multiple sites and 
platforms, but still received requests for the information.  Taking both sides into 
consideration, the technology team determined that the Guardian feature allowed 
parents to get an individualized update of all their child’s classes.  There have been a 
few glitches with parents signing up for the emails, but Mrs. Amanda Lynch has been 
working through them.  Mrs. Lynch will also hold a “Technology Night” for parents on 
Wednesday 9/21.  An email blast with details will be sent out closer to the date.

C. Construction Update 
Dr. Cortellessa noted that the construction on the Campus Revitalization Plan has had 
minimal impact on the Middle School thus far.  The most immediate impact will be when 
the construction on the breezeway begins.  First, a temporary walkway between the 
Middle and High Schools will be built for students to use while the breezeway is under 
construction.  Second, the current covered breezeway will become an enclosed hallway 
between the two schools.  Dr. Cortellessa will send out email blasts with construction 
updates as soon as she receives them from the District and Contractors.

III. School Supplies
Allison Campbell reported that the school supply kits arrived in time for the start of the school 
year, and that the PTG made a nominal profit from them.  This is not a large fundraiser, rather 
a service for the convenience of parents.  Allison committed to the school supply company that 
the PTG would do this again next year.  She did this in order to obtain the discounted rates.  If 
PTG commits at a later time, the discounts would not apply.

IV. Parent Chaperones for 9/16 Dance
Donna Zalewski stated that parent volunteers, who have their background clearances, are 
needed to chaperone the first school dance on 9/16.  The dance is for 7th and 8th graders only.  
Dr. Cortellessa noted that she is looking to have an event just for the 6th graders as a 
welcoming event to Middle School.  

The 9/16 dance will be held in the High School Gym, which has more exits than the Middle 
School Gym, so more parents are needed for the various locations.  A total of 6 parents will be 
needed.  Parent Collette Martino volunteered to post the call for chaperones on the NHS Ed 
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Fund Facebook page.  Anyone interested should contact Angela Nino and copy Dr. 
Cortellessa.

V. Clusters Caramel Popcorn Fundraiser 
Donna Zalewski stated that she was approached about a possible fundraiser with Cluster’s 
Caramel Popcorn in New Hope Borough.  She suggested that it may be a good opportunity for 
the 8th graders to raise funds for their promotion party.

VI. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Kathy Feehan presented a brief summary of the PTG’s finances.  The current 
balance is approximately $7,700. 

VII. Next Meetings
Donna Zalewski reported that the new Executive Director of NHS Cares will attend the next 
PTG meeting on 10/13 to introduce herself and explain what her organization does.  During the 
discussion,  Amy Hoffman asked if PTG &/or Dr. Cortellessa could look into  a possible drug 
awareness/prevention program for the current 6th graders because they did not get to 
participate in the D.A.R.E program in their 5th grade year as previous students have done. It will 
be discussed with NHS Cares at the October meeting.

The PTG meeting dates for the 2016-17 year are:

10/13/16
12/1/16 (combined Nov and Dec meetings)
1/12/17
2/9/17
3/9/17
April – TBD after PSSA dates are set
5/11
June – TBD 

All meetings are held at 10:00 a.m. in the Middle School Faculty Lounge unless announced 
otherwise. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 am.
Respectfully submitted by Amy Hoffman, Secretary


